
 DFAS of  The Hague 

There is only one thing more 

stimulating than  enjoyment 

of the arts and that is enjoy-

ing our programme through 

sharing it with others who 

enjoy the same interests…… 

 

Bring a friend or make friends there!  

DFAS is not just another meaningless abbreviation   DFAS exists to 

stimulate enjoyment of the arts through a series of illustrated lectures 

and other activities delivered in English 

by leading British and European speak-

ers, all of them experts in their own field 

specially brought in to address the 

DFAS audience.  

DFAS is associated with NADFAS, the 

National Association of Decorative and 

Fine Arts Societies which was launched 

in 1968 with 11 societies and has ex-

panded to over 330 societies in the UK, 

10 in Europe, 29 in Australia and 2 in New Zealand.  With 90,000 mem-

bers worldwide, NADFAS is an association based on a love of the Arts 

and a sense of comradeship founded on a shared journey of          

discovery.   

 

 

As our founder Patricia Fay said 

`` Above all NADFAS must be fun``  

 

  ART LECTURES 

2008 - 2009 

Patron: 

His Excellency  The Ambassador  

of the United Kingdom 

Mr. Lyn Parker and Mrs. Jane Walker  

Member Society of NADFAS U.K. 

DFAS of  The Hague 

Lectures are held the first or second Tuesday* of the month at 

Cultureel Centrum Warenar,  

Kerkstraat 75,  

2242 HE Wassenaar 

*except  the first lecture on Monday October 6, 2008   

Doors open at 19.15 and the lectures begin promptly at 20.00.   

The annual subscription is ú55.- ( ú90,- for a couple).   
New members and guests are always welcome.   
The entrance fee for non-members is ú10.- per lecture. 

Spoorsingel 26  Postbank:  8319836 

2613 BE Delft 

Tel:  015 2123290 

e-mail: info@dfas.nl 

www.dfas.nl  www.nadfas.org.uk 

 

Contacts: 

Jane E. Choy-Thurlow  

Tel. 070 3872606 e-mail: jechoy@cs.com 

Marilyn Oostendorp  

Tel. 070 3879955   

Sue Bridgwater  

Tel. 071 5615209 e-mail: suebridgwater@versatel.nl 



  Lecture Programme                  2008 / 2009 

tacky?  Looking at art more generally, we discover that what they have 
in common with Christmas paraphernalia is a starting point in pictorial 
cliché but one with an emotional punch like images of Santa himself.  
In this lecture we will explore what raises an artwork to the level of true 
kitsch! The lecturer assures us that when it comes to distinguishing 
objects in general in good and bad taste, we´ll find we all agree about 

which are which ï and which are kitsch. 

January 13, 2009 

From Psalms to Boogie-Woogie, The Life and Work of    
Piet Mondriaan  by Claire Portheine 

A leading figure in 20th century art, Mondriaan (1872-1944) completes 
the trilogy started by Rembrandt and van Gogh, that made Holland 
stand out in the history of European painting.  How this son of a provin-
cial school headmaster achieved his worldwide reputation is a fascinat-
ing story.  Driven by a great interest in all the possibilities of modern-
ism initiated by the impressionists, expressionists and later cubists, 
and by his philosophical ideas about society and art, he searched for a 
universal visual language that could express his thoughts.  This lecture 
will follow his career from the first figurative landscapes to the final line 

dance. 

February 3, 2009   

Byzantium, Constantinople, Istanbul:  City of Three Names 
and Three Cultures by Elizabeth Gordon 

This lecture will tell the story of this fabulous city. It had already existed 
for 1000 years when the Roman Emperor Constantine the Great 
moved his capital here making it óthe New Romeô, but it soon came to 
be known as Constantinople.  Churches were built with glittering mosa-
ics and gleaming marbles   Then after 1100 years, the city was con-
quered by the Ottomans who replaced the churches with domed 
mosques and walls were lined with beautiful Iznik tiles.  The final cur-

tain came down in 1923. 

March 3, 2009    

The Fine Art of Crime by Malcolm Kenwood 

The media promote an image of sophisticated gentlemen art thieves 
but in reality the art thief is no aristocrat.  Stealing fine art and antiques 

gives criminals a high value commodity which is often poorly pro-
tected, difficult to identify and transcends national boundaries reach-
ing the discreditable and unsuspecting.  Our lecturer, a former police 
detective specialising in art and antique crime and Recoveries Direc-
tor for the Art Loss Register and international commercial database of 
stolen cultural property, will utilise fascinating actual case studies to 

examine the trail and repatriation of stolen art.   

April 7, 2009     

The Gilded Stage:  A Social and Cultural History of Opera 
by Daniel Snowman 

A richly illustrated history of an art form that incorporates all the oth-
ers.  This lecture will move from the birth of opera in late Renais-
sance Italy to Louis XIV´s Versailles, Handel´s London, Mozart´s 
Vienna, Verdi´s Italy, Wagner´s Germany, Gilded Age America and 
the worldwide spread of opera in the 20th century.  Writer, lecturer, 
broadcaster and member of the London Philharmonic choir, Mr. 
Snowman will consider patronage of the arts, the changing nature of 
audiences, theatrical architecture and stage design and the impact of 
such new technologies as electric lighting, recording, photography 

and film.   

May 5, 2009   

The Mysterious World of Salvador Dali 
by Valerie Woodgate                            
Dali  ñ. .the only difference between a 
madman and me is that I am not madò 

Probably the most well-known and popular 
artist of the 20th century, Dali was a self-
publicist filling gossip columns with accounts 
of his eccentricities for over 60 years.  His 
paintings of the invisible world of the uncon-
scious mind were considered shocking even 
among a group of extremists like the Surreal-
ists, and after joining them he quickly became 
their most exotic and well-known member.  His soft watches and 
huge animals with stick-insect legs are among the most memorable 
invented images of our time, and his Christ of St. John of the Cross is 

a highly original reworking of one of Western artôs central themes . 

DFAS of  The Hague 

Monday October 6, 2008  (This lecture is not on Tuesday) 

Paris 1850-1900 ï The Most Decadent City in the World!  
by Linda Collins 

The can-can girls, the cabaret, the expositions and the artist.  Baude-
laire urged Manet to become a flaneur ï to go out and paint the real 
heroes of modern life.  This lecture covering art history - from classi-
cal academy painting to Picassoôs arrival at the squalid Bateau Lavoir 
in Montmartre - sums up the enormous energy and eccentricity in 
Paris at this time. This lecturer delighted us with her talk of Tate 

Modern; You donôt have to like it to enjoy it! 

November 4, 2008  

Modernism: from the Bauhaus to 
Your House- Design 1900-1960 by 
Dr. Anne Anderson 

This lecture traces the development of 
óprogressiveô architecture and design en-
compassing Mackintosh and the Vienna 
Secession, Frank Lloyd Wright in the USA, 
the Bauhaus in Germany, De Stijl in Hol-
land and Le Corbusier in France. Modern-
ism promised a new style for a brave new 
world, being linked to socialism, even communism, in Germany.  The 
classic period of Modernism is said to be the 1920s but emerged as 
an international phenomenon after WW2.   Scandinavian modern, 
and the emergence of the IKEA style, exemplify the post-war period 
and the search for a style ófor everybodyô.  All our lives have been 
influenced by Modernism: metal and glass furniture, minimalism and 
the current tend for ólaminate floorsô! Our lecturer is a research fellow, 

author and her TV credits include BBC´s Flog It! 

December 2, 2008    

Is Christmas in Good Taste?   by David Phillips 

Some wonderful and some gloriously awful historic and modern 
Christmas imagery will be reviewed to explore if Christmas has in-
deed become tasteless.   Although our traditional notions about 
Christmas are a more recent invention than we might think, our mod-
ern variety is often in downright poor taste.  But what makes it so 

Other events will be announced during the year 


